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BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


‘Bharat Shramajivi’’ ... .. | Caloutta 
‘Gramvarta Prakashika ”’ a .. | Comercolly 


Fortnightly. 


“ Sansodhini””’ ses - ... | Chittagong sae | 4th March 1881. 
‘¢Purva Pratidhwani’’ ... svi wi Ditto vee 12th ditto. 
‘ Rajshahye Samvad”’ __.. ' .. , Rajshahye 


Weekly. 


‘‘ Ananda Bazar Patrika _ as .. | Calcutta 04 7th ditto. 
“ Arya Darpan ” vee ote ose | > eee : 18th ditto. 
‘“ Bharat Bandhu ” eS Ge ..| Ditto os 8th ditto. 
‘¢ Bharat Mihir” | sail - ... | Mymensingh oe 8th ditto. 
‘‘ Bengal Advertiser” eee ... | Calcutta a ane 
‘‘ Bardwén Sanjivani”’ .. | Burdwan oe 8th ditto. 
** Dacca Prakash” ae ‘i .»» | Dacca : ‘ike 13th ditto. 
‘¢ Education Gazette’’_... vin .». | Hooghly llth ditto. 
“ Hindu Ranjika”’ ots ses 90 Beselesh, Réjshéhye.. 9th ditto. 
‘“ Medini”’ oe a si Midnapore ie 12th ditto. 
‘¢ Murshidabad Patriké”’... vas ... | Berhampore 
‘¢ Murshidabad Pratinidhi”’ om ne Ditto i } 
‘¢ Navavibhakar’”’ om i ... | Calcutta iii 7th ditto 
$6 Paridarshak 5 } ne ae .. | Sylhet oo 6th and 13th March 1881. 
‘* Pratikér”’ ves .. | Berhampore aa 
‘‘Rungpore Dik Prakash . a .. | Kakinia, Rungpore 
‘¢ Sadharani”’ Fis =o .. | Chinsurah a 
‘¢ Sahachar”’ waa - .. | Calcutta 7th March 1881. 
** Som Prakash ”’ se ms ,.. | Changripotta, 24-Perghe. 14th ditto. 
‘‘Sulabha Samachar” Re ... | Calcutta 12th ditto. 
“ Srihatta Prakash ”’ a cs ... | Sylhet 
‘‘ Tripurd Vartavaha’”’ ie ,.. | Commillah 
Daily. 
‘ Samvad Prabhakar”... ibs ... | Calcutta =a 9th to 18th March 1881. 
‘“Samvad Pirnachandrodaya”’ ... | Ditto ae 12th to 19th = ditto. 
‘* Samachar Chandrika’”’ iis .. | Ditto l4th tol7th ditto. 
‘“‘ Banga Vidya Prakéshiké”’ ... ... | Ditto ae 16th to 19th ditto. 
‘* Prabhati”’ ee ... | Ditto - 17th and 18th ditto. 
‘‘ Samachar Sudhaébarsan ” se ct eee Sse | 
ENGLISH aND UrRpvw. 
Weekly. 
‘Urdu Guide” ne sé vee tee 
Hinpt. | | 
Weekly. 
‘‘ Behar Bandhu” oe a ... | Bankipore, Patna _... 10th March 1881. 
“Bharat Mitra ”’ is es .. | Calcutta a 10th ditto. 
‘* Sar Sudhanidhi ”’ oe ave .. | Ditto ‘ 
‘*Uchit Bakta” nee bi ... | Ditto a Be 12th ditto. 
PERsrIAX. 
Weekly. 
‘“‘ Jam-Jahaén-numa ”’ ce ee .. | Ditto llth ditto. 
Urpv. 
Weekly. 
“Tijarut-ul-Akhbar” __... 
ASSAMESE. 
Monthly. 
| “Assam Vilasini” nee 
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PoLivricaL. 


We extract the following observations from an article in the Navap;. 
bhékar, of the 7th March:—As observed } 
Government and the condition of Mr, Hyndman, even the Afghan War, whic 
India. 0 Me ° 
has inflicted on India such an enormous log 
of blood and treasure, has not been without its use. A portion of the 
war charges having been thrown upon England, the attention of the 
British nation has been aroused to the poverty of this country. The fagt 
augurs well for the future. That nothing has been hitherto done to 
ameliorate the condition of the people has been due to the persistent efforts 
of Indian officials, both in England and in this country, to conceal the 
true state of affairs. A disclosure of the facts was rendered impossible 
by the fear of incurring the displeasure of the authorities, and thus ruining 
one’s own prospects. In this matter of enlightening the British nation 
on the condition of India, even the Members of the Indian Council have 
been found wanting. Referring to the statement made by Mr. Hyndman 
as to the reasons which may have probably led Government to decide upon 
abandoning Candahar, the Editor remarks: It is perfectly true that the 
retention of Candahar would not be advisable on either strategic or financial 
grounds; but there may be some doubt as to the accuracy of the remark 
that the native troops showed an extreme unwillingness to serve in Afghanis- 
tan, and that therefore it would be unwise to entrust to them the task 
of defending Candahar. Mr. Hyndman, however, has made the assertion 
so confidently that we do not venture to question it. This much we can 
say that Government need have no apprehension from the people of India; 
who, however greatly they might be oppressed, insulted, or deprived of 
their rights and privileges, would never rebel against its authority. 
Mr. Hyndman is right in laying stress on the fact that there is deep 
discontent among the people, that they are sunk in poverty and groan 
under the burden of taxation, while it is a fact which is too patent to 
be ignored that they have lost all confidence in their rulers. It bebove 
Lora Ripon, Major Baring, and other conscientious men, who are now 
guiding the affairs of the State, to disregard evil counsel and do their 
duty in a manly spirit. 
2. The Sahachar, of the 7th March, comments in a sarcastic spirit 


on Lord Lytton’s speech in the House of 
— 7 sats oe ee Lords on the subject of Candahar. The 
Editor redicules the idea that annexation of Candahar will enhance 


the prestige of the British nation, and remarks that the - policy of 
evacuation favoured by the present Ministry, if it is successfully carried out, 
will for ever destroy the reputation of the late Government, and the 
insensate dread of Russia cherished by many, both in England and India. 
Lord Lytton’s speech is regarded as a failure. It did not produce much 
Impression on his illustrious audience. This result was anticipated by almost 
every body. 


3. ‘Che Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 7th March, thus states the 
ii conclusions at which it has arrived after a perusal 


| of the Russian correspondence discovered at 
Cabul :—It might appear that Shere Ali voluntarily sought an alliance 
with Russia. But that is not the fact. The truth is he was persecuted by 
Lord Lytton, who threatened to ruin him by bringing about a coalition 
between ‘England and Russia. The Amir was further told that the treaty 
which existed between him and the British Government would no. longer 
be binding upon the latter. Placed in this difficulty, Shere Ali was com- 
pelled to seek the protection of Russia. The dethroned Amir died in 
exile. He was a friend of the British Government, which, however, spurned 


a s, 


him. The thought of the unfortunate Amir’s condition is enough to excite 
pity even in the hardest heart. 

4, The Som Prakdsh, of the 14th March, remarks, that, if owing to the 
adverse vote of the Lords, Government 1s 
| obliged to give up its policy of evacuating 
Candahar, it will lose the confidence of the people of India. It is 
strange that, while a debate has taken place in Parliament regarding 
the question of retaining Candahar, there was no attempt made to ascertain 
the views of the Members of Parliament as to the justice of a war against 
Afghanistan, before it was actually declared. Towards the conclusion of the 
article, the Editor remarks that there would not be any matter for wonder 
if Candahar were really annexed ; it isthe retirement therefrom that would 
cause wonder. The whole course of British dominion in India clearly 
shows that the British lion never disgorges what it has once swallowed. 


Candahar. 


Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


5. The Navavibhdkar, of the 7th March, entirely concurs in the views 
expressed by the British Indian Association in 
Prin» veut What Government ‘their recent letter to the Government of India 
7 on the state of the finances. In the article 
under notice, the Editor reproduces the observations made by that body on 
the decentralization system, and it is urged that the local Government 
should be given larger powers as regards expenditure. Under the existing 
arrangements, the Government of Bengal, although having a large revenue 
at its credit, cannot spend more than a prescribed amount. This has pre- 
vented its undertaking works of internal improvement, which are sorely 
needed by the people. The Supreme Government again occasionally appro- 
priates the accumulated savings of local Governments, thus putting them 
to the necessity of imposing new taxes. This state of things should not 
be suffered to continue, and it is desirable that the new budget should con- 
tain some provision for preventing an undue interference on the part of the 
Imperial Government with the finances of Bengal. 

6. Thesame paper is of opinion that the Indian Council might be safely 
abolished. The maintenance of the Council 
involves considerable expenditure ; but the work 
done by it is not commensurate with the outlay. The members, as Mr. 
Hyndman, has remarked, instead of rectifying the errors of the Indian 
Government and the Secretary of State, asa rule, seek to conceal them, 
and by their action appear to be supremely indifferent to the interests of 
the people of India. There have been occasions, however, when certain 
_ members have taken up an independent attitude, and protested against the 
action of the Secretary of State. But very little good resulted from their 
remonstrances, which were unheeded. Thus this costly Council is 
seen to be useless for all purposes of securing a good Government 
of India, The members seldom move in any matter, even when they do 
move the Secretary of State disregards their advice. What then is the 
good of keeping up the institution? The evils apprehended from its con- 
templated abolition would never come to pass. There is nothing at present, 
with the Council is existence, to prevent the Secretary of State from growing 
arbitrary. So he could not be more arbitrary than what he is, even if: it 
ceased to exist. Nor would the conduct of public business be impeded by 
the abolition of the Council, because business is now conducted without it. 
Another argument in favor of dispensing with its services is to be found in 
the fact that the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to whom is entrusted the 
Management of affairs as important as those connected with the Government 


The Indian Council. 
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March 14th, 1881. 
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March 7th, 1881. 
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[74 
of India, is not assisted by a Council. But, then, it may be urged 
that the people of the Colonies possess representative Government. The 
true solution of the question will not be arrived at until the privilege of 
representative Government is conferred upon the people of India. | 
Navavipaacan, 7. The same paper urges on Government the necessity of repealing 
March 7th, 1661. the license-tax, and re-imposing the cotton 
The license-tax and the cotton duties. duties. The obj ections to the continuance 
of the license-tax are reproduced from the memorials recently made to the 
Viceroy on this subject, and are set forth at length. 
Sanacnan 8. The Sahachar, of the 7th March, contains an article headed ‘* There 
March 7th, 1881. | is injustice even in the justice of Sir Ashley 
ee Eden.” According to the writer the present 
Lieutenant-Governor is given to extreme favoritism. The punishment he 
awarded to Mr. Campbell, the Acting Judge of Burrisal, was indeed severe ; 
but considering the offence that called it forth His Honor’a decision was 
generally approvel of. And yet if the matter were impartially considered, 
it would be seen that Mr. Campbell, who in insulting the Brahman constable, 
had acted in his capacity of a private individual, should have been prose- 
cuted in a court of law, and not departmentally punished by the Lieutenant- 
Governor. Mr. Mosley, on the other hand, who in his treatment of Baboo 
Atul Chandra Chatterjee, had acted as Magistrate, and thus rendered 
himself liable to be dealt with departmentally, was not even censured by 
Sir Ashley Eden. Even the letter he was directed to write to the Baboo, 
he got written by another, and yet Sir Ashley is silent. What wonder 
therefore that the people say that Mr. Mosley is his favorite, while Mr. Camp- 
bell is not. Itis exceedingly to be regretted, remarks the Hditor, that Sir 
Ashley Eden is not able to make himself popular in Bengal. 
BAHACHAR. 9. Thesame paper eloquently pleads the importance of establishing 
| , savings banks in connection with the post 
pritablishment of Savings Banks in offices in this country, and remarks that if 
| the efforts of the present Director-General of 
Post Offices in this direction be successful, a great boon will be conferred 
upon the people. 
Lesees Haass 10. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 7th March, contains a long 


PaTRika, 


Pe one ae article on the decision of the Privy Council in 
SS a what is now called the Hindu Unchastity Case. 
The judgment, it is remarked, is subversive of the notions of the Hindu 
society on the rights and duties of a Hindu widow, and is one which should 
be protested against by all who take an interest in preserving the purity of 
their social organization. , 
Amampa Basan 11. The same paper publishes four advertisements, which are said to have — 
ita been sent for insertion therein. ‘The first isin 
cil this form :—Wanted 12 Deputy Magistrates 
on salaries rising from Rs. 200. Applicants for the posts should not be over 
21 years of age, and must possess a knowledge of English, Bengali, 
and Persian. They must further be prepared to give an undertaking that 
- if placed in charge of work connected with the license-tax, the excise, OF 
stamps, they would be able to show an increase of revenue to the extent of 
25 per cent. of the old collections. But the work, which would be patti- 
cularly required of them, is that they should suffer in their own person any 
punishment which might be awarded to any of their official superiors. 
any of the latter were required to make an apology, the former should have 
to make it on his behalf. Not a few European officers have wives who possess 
very violent dispositions and occasionally treat their husbands with ieee 
even going the length of assaulting them with brooms. Now, if any officer 
is placed in this predicament, these Deputy Magistrates should advance #@ 


. emeutnse 
in WR SRA Me Matty Oa laa tas Ne. SARIN IRI Se RELI TTA LRTI EEE: ANIONS RRR NERO IC ORME) HONS BAER AS Hal RINE IE NT eNO TIE rR Emm RO ee eee 


at, 


‘» rescue. Selected candidates will have to work as probationers in 
« esas for a period of two years under the direction of Mr. Mosley 
and Baboo Tarini Charan Ghosh. The second advertisement says that 
12 moonshis will be entertained by Government. The candidates must 

ossess the extraordinary gift of memory, proof of which was found in 
the moonshis employed by General Roberts at Cabul for the purpose 
of reproducing several important documents. The third invites applications 
for the post of envoy at Cabul rendered vacant by the death of Major 
Cavagnari. Liberal salary, good house accommodation, and titles of dis- 
tinction will be provided. Applicants will be required to keep a sharp eye 
on the doings of the Amir and his court, and, if necessary, to lay down their 
lives to test the edge of the Afghan knife. If one, however, really met with 
such a tragic fate, Government would pay @ pension to his widow or children, 
as the case might be. The fourth is a notice convening a meeting to be held 
at the Town Hall of the natives of Bengal for the purpose of expressing 


joy at the re-appointment of Maharajah Jatendra Mohan ‘Tagore as an 


Additional Member of the Indian Legislative Council. Resolutions are to 
be moved at the meeting recognizing the important services rendered to the 


people by the Maharajah on the occasion of passing the Vernacular Press 
Act. 


12. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 8th March, complains that 
Government has indirectly begun to interfere 

Government and the Municipal- with the expenditure of the Municipal Funds. 
ee From a long time past all money belonging 
to municipalities used to be kept in Government treasuries, free of charge. 
| Lately, however, it was ruled that a certain percentage should be levied on 
all such sums, and the municipalities have regularly paid it. Not content with 
this, the Government of Bengal has gone further and appointed a travel- 
ling accountant to inspect the accounts of the different municipalities in the 


country. Now, there is not the slightest necessity for this office. The municipa- 


lities did not ask for an accountant, nor were their accounts in disorder. Some 
of the most pressing wants of the rate-payers cannot be supplied for laek 
of funds, and yet Government has forced an accountant upon them. In 
conclusion, the Editor asks whether Government will have any share in the 
sum which will be charged asthe salary of the accountant. If it really 
means to have a share of municipal funds, instead of resorting to such 
devices, let it speak out its views; but if its action is disinterested, it 
behoves Government to relieve municipalities of this unnecessary charge. 


13. The Bhdrat Bandhu, of the 8th March, condemns the attitude 


i taken up by the Pioneer and certain other 
renown rene Ad Anglo-Indian journals in the question of 
repealing the Vernacular Press Act. The Anglo-Indians, as a body, advo- 


cate this measure, and it is not therefore strange that their organs in the 
press should argue in favor of its continuance. What is to be feared is 
lest the Viceroy, who is new to India, should be taken in by their interested 
representations. It behoves Lord Ripon to act with independence and lend 
a patientear to the complaints of the people. Let His Excellency seek to 
ascertain their feelings. There does not exist the slightest justification for 
the Press Act. Its apologists have not yet succeeded in adducing a single 
valid argument in favor of its enactment. They have all proceeded ‘upon 

surmises and rumours which have had no foundation. | 
14. Wemake the or extract from an article in the Bhdrat Mihir, 
oe 7 of the 8th March :—The notions and practices 
eak physique of Bengalis. 


_ of native society are operating to make 
Bengalis an indolent people. The schools also teach them to a indolent 
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BaaraT Minie, 
March 8th, 1881. 


Busrat Mime. 


SULABHA SAMACHAR, 
March 12th, 1881. 


Pvrva PaaTIDuWwant!, 
March 12th, 1881. 


ee 


and weakminded. Add to this that the political condition of the people—the 
distrust with which they are regarded by the rulers—is operating in the 
same direction. All glory to Sir George Campbell, who alone, among the 
rulers, was able to perceive the wants of Bengalis. It was he who introduceq 
gymnastic, walking, and riding exercises into schools, and contributed from 
public funds money for the improvement of the physeque of Bengalis. Bengal 
was not fortunate in long enjoying the benefit of his rule. With the retire. 
ment of Sir George Campbell disappeared all those invigorating exercises 
and the other means of securing a true improvement of Bengalis. The 
Sub-Deputy Collectors are no longer seen anxious to acquire proficiency 
in riding, running, or walking. However timid and physically unfit for 
work he might be, the Fates would smile upon a person if only he had a good 
fund of flattery at his command. The boys in the schools are no longer 
seen practising gymnastics, because no one encourages such exercises, 
Tine teacher does not now bestow any care on this subject, because it has 
no connection with his daily bread. 


15. The same paper trusts that the representations made by the British 
ee Indian oe = the state of the 
The British Indian Association on finances will receive the careful attention of 
rio rarer mibenuxieg the Viceroy. The Editor lays particular 
stress on the fact that under the system of decentralization of the finances, 
the local Government does not possess any real independence. It has to 
meet the demands of the Imperial Exchequer from provincial revenues, 
Owing t» this circumstance, Sir Ashley Eden has not been able to con- 
struct important lines of railway in Bengal. 


16. The same paper regrets to have to notice that Sir Ashley Eden 
| is not favorably disposed towards Bengal. 
stun Balbwes Eden and the Mymen- He has condemned native newspapers on the 


alleged ground of their indulging in perso- 
nalities respecting public officers. This is not, however, the case. Native 


journals do not gratuitously attack any officer. Another proof of the fact 


that Bengal has incurred the displeasure of Sir Ashley Eden may be found 
in the absence of that energy and activity in undertaking measures of 
improvement which always characterized His Honor. Is Sir Ashley's 
supporting the action of his civilian brethren one which shows that he is 
pleased with the people? What has he done to foster trade and education 
in this province? What has he done in the matter of conferring the benefit 
of a railway communication upon the inhabitants of Mymensing ?P 


17. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 12th March, directs the attention 
of Government to the necessity of exercising 
a sharp supervision on the proceedings of 
recruiting agents. They are commonly found to decoy ignorant native females 
by false offers of money and other advantages to coolie depéts, and to 
persuade them to appear and make their declarations before a Magistrate. 
It is only when told to embark for their place of destination that these 


females discover the fraud that has been practised upon them. The writer 
gives the particulars of a recent case. 


18. <A correspondent of the Purva Pratidhwani, of the 12th March, 


The Soir ot Bilahasd. dwells on the extortion and maltreatment to - 
| _ which pilgrims were subjected on the occa- 
sion of the late Sibratee festival at the shrine of Sitakunda. The police did 


not exert themselves in the least to prevent the outrages committed. 


Recruits for the labour districts. 


‘The Assistant Magistrate, Mr. Pope, could not alone do anything, for 8 


soon as his back was turned upon the temple-the priests began to push 
and otherwise insult the pilgrims who were eager to obtain admission intolt 


ee 


19. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 13th March, learns with gratification that 
the Government of India has at last resolved 
upon repealing the Vernacular Press Act; 
and remarks, with reference to the statement made in the papers, as to the 
desire of Government to insert a clause in the Penal Code for the punish- 
ment of seditious writing, that the people are confident that Lord Ripon 
will not by this means seek to keep alive the Press Act in another form. 
The Editor asks that full discussion should be invited on any Bill which 
Government might introduce in Council on this subject. 
90. Ina long letter a correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 14th 
Assaults of natives by European March, dwells on the brutal assaults frequent- 
sailors. ly committed by rude European soldiers and 
sailors on natives. The police, even the European constables, are power- 
less to protect the public against them. The attention of Government 
having been drawn tothe increase in the number of the “rupture of spleen” 
cases, cases of assault committed on nativesby middle class BKuropeans 
have of late decreased. But the former kind of cases shows an increase. 
The plea which is usually put forth on behalf of the accused in these cases 
is that of “accidental death.” The offenders very frequently escape, or 
are let off with nominal punishment. This encourages them to persist in 
their evil ways. 

21. The same paper regrets to read that the Government of India hase 
not seen its way to initiate legislation for the 
purpose of securing a proper administration of 
the funds of religious institutions. The motives which actuated Lord 
Ripon in disregarding the views of the local Government in this matter 
are indeed commendable, but the adoption of some measure for preventing 
the spoliation and waste of these funds has become extremely necessary. 
There can be no doubt that the country would have greatly benefited by the 
adoption in a modified form of the proposals made by the Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

22. A correspondent of the same paper notices a powerful combination 

ee of about 6,000 ryots of the Meherpore sub- 
oe. SS division formed for the purpose of obtaining 
from Government redress of their grievances 

against their zemindar. 
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